Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 25.7.
The title compound, [Cr(C 15 H 14 O)(CO) 3 ], displays a distorted envelope configuration of the dihydropyrane ring. The dihedral angle between the phenyl and phenylene rings is 50. 63 (4) . The Cr 0 atom is coordinated by three CO groups and the phenylene ring of the flavan ligand in an 6 mode, with a common arene-to-metal distance
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Crystal data [Cr(C 15 Financial assistance from the University of the Free State and SASOL to JHvT is gratefully acknowledged. Opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of SASOL. We would like to express our gratitude to the School of Chemistry at the University of the Witwatersrand for the use of diffractometer. Preparation of the title compound was based on a method described by Müller et al. (1999) . A solution of flavan (0.51 g, 2.4 mmol) and Cr(CO) 6 (0.53 g, 2.4 mmol) in Bu 2 O:THF (9:1, 10 ml per 100 mg) was degassed with argon, using standard Schlenk techniques, and refluxed (48 h) under an oxygen free atmosphere. The reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature and the solvent evaporated in vacuo. Purification through flash column-chromatography yielded tricarbonyl(A- tricarbonyl [(4a,5,6,7,8,8a- 
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